Keep It Simple and Safe

America’s warships are built to triumph over any dangand brothers still ght for safer conditions. But now, the
But for the workers who build those ships, the dangers b@st common injuries on the job are o en within the pow
gin in the shipyard. er of the individual to avoid.

Working on ships and submarines is no easy task. Roomsccording to the Occupational Safety and Health
are tight, cranes are massive and wire and ber-optic rAdministration, the most common shipyard workplace in
hundreds of feet long. While the room to maneuver jigies are, in order, overexertion, slips, trips and falls,trans
small, the margin for error is smaller. e stakes are enoportation incidents and exposure to harmful substances
mously high for the women and men who will rely on th@ environments. ere can be systemic causes for these
IBEW'’s work. kinds of injuries. Insu cient manpower, poor working

Historically, shipbuilding has taken a terrible toll on it¢onditions and unrealistic targets, for example, can force

workers, and today the IBEW and its Metal Trades sistei@’kers into dangerous situations where overexertion is a
| il 4l real risk. In these cases, the rst action should be centact

ing your steward.

But poor decisions about something as simple as staying
hydrated or a lapse of concentration while moving some
thing heavy can be prevented by a safety-conscious worker.
Proper maintenance and use of personal protective equip
ment, following communications protocols and taking the
time to keep the workspace clean are all ways to avcid dan
gerous situations.

SEETN Cra smanship and excellence are not just having skills
{0 e, ey : other people lack. It is a mix of doing the very di cult
6l 11 : easily and doing the very simple consistently.
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